UMGBS GRADUATE COUNCIL

Minutes

September 22, 2005

The Commons, Room 318

ATTENDANCE:

	√
	Bass, Scott A.
	
	Langenberg, Patricia
	√
	Soeken, Karen

	√
	Bauer, Kenneth
	
	Liebman, Joel
	√
	Vicino, Tom

	
	Berge, Zane
	√
	Matheson, Barbara
	√
	Yesha, Yelena

	√
	Blitzer, Mimi
	
	Miller, Shari
	
	Hayden, Mike

	√
	Blunk, Susan
	√
	Morgan, Lisa
	√
	Andrew Hebbeler

	√
	Brooks, Keith
	√
	Morris, Joel
	
	

	√
	Capra, Norman
	√
	Norcio, Anthony
	
	

	√
	Coop, Andrew
	√
	Orlin, Malinda
	
	

	√
	Douglass, Betty
	
	Richman, David
	
	

	√
	Fish, Mary
	√
	Ritschel, Dan
	
	

	√
	Formby, Craig
	√
	Rutledge, Janet
	
	

	√
	Harrington, Donna
	
	Simmers, Vicki
	
	


I. 
Welcome and Introductions:


The meeting was called to order at 2:05 PM

II.
Approval of Minutes:


The minutes of May 18, 2005 were approved.

III.
Deans’ Reports:


Dr. Orlin reported the creation of two new offices at UMB, International Services and Postdoctoral Affairs. There was a 53% decrease in applications, 391 new students, 3% increase in enrollment from last year and ~20 students from Tulane/Katrina.


Dr. Bass reported the reorganization at UMBC resulting in two new colleges.  

John Jeffries is Dean of the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences; Geoff Summers is Dean of the College of Natural and Mathematical Sciences.  Shlomo Carmi, Dean of the College of Engineering and Information Technology is retiring before July 2006; there is a search for this position. In addition there were several title changes on the administrative level. JCET and GEST merged. 

Seventy-seven Ph.D.s in 17 disciplines graduated last academic year. There was a slight decrease in undergraduate enrollment and an increase in graduate students for fall 2005.

IV. 
Associate Dean’s Report


Dr. Rutledge reported that UMBC had not been following FICA exemption rule for summer. Students earning a salary during the summer will need to register for 1 credit of 799 or 899, or independent study. We have worked out a creative system to handle tuition remission.  The graduate school has also been meeting with University Health Services to solve problems with graduate health insurance.

V.
Committee Overviews


Committees were given responsibilities at the end of the meeting.

VI.
GSA Report


Andrew Hebbler reported that UMB elections were held in the spring. GSA is involved in Fall Fest, Katrina collection. They want to partner with community organizations to have a fund raiser. They have a team for the Kolman Race for the Cure.


Tom Vicino reported that UMBC’s GSA is in its 10th year. The GSA hired Stacey Morrison as Executive Director. Their agenda includes a long term planning process through GSA senators, creating a research week, and ongoing discussion of student fees and developing a fee structure.

VII. Old Business - Online version of Certificate Teaching English for Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)


Dr. John Nelson presented a sample online certificate course. A motion was made to provide provisional approval for the online version of the certificate pending review in April 2006. The motion was carried.

VIII. 
New Business - Change in format of Computer Science Ph.D. Comprehensive Exams to Comprehensive Portfolio

Dr. Krishna Sivalingam presented the proposed modified comprehensive exam process for the Computer Science Ph.D. Program. It was suggested that he take it back to the department to address how research skills would be measured. He is to bring it back to a future Graduate Council Meeting. This item will be put on the agenda as Old Business.

The committees met briefly and the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
