UMGSB GRADUATE COUNCIL

Minutes

February 15, 2006

Room 245, Student Center

UMB

ATTENDANCE:

	X
	Bass, Scott A.
	X
	Langenberg, Patricia
	
	Soeken, Karen

	X
	Bauer, Kenneth
	X
	Liebman, Joel
	X
	Vicino, Tom

	X
	Berge, Zane
	X
	Matheson, Barbara
	
	Yesha, Yelena

	
	Blitzer, Mimi
	X
	Miller, Shari
	
	

	
	Blunck, Susan
	X
	Morgan, Lisa
	
	

	X
	Brooks, Keith
	
	Morris, Joel
	
	

	
	Capra, Norman
	X
	Norcio, Anthony
	
	

	X
	Coop, Andrew
	X
	Orlin, Malinda
	
	

	
	Douglass, Betty
	
	Richman, David
	
	

	X
	Formby, Craig
	X
	Ritschel, Dan
	
	

	X
	Golembewski, Erin
	X
	Rutledge, Janet
	
	

	X 
	Harrington, Donna
	
	Simmers, Vicki
	
	


I. 
Welcome and Introductions:


The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM by Dr. Craig Formby

II.
Approval of Minutes:


The minutes of January 19, 2006, were approved with minor changes.

III.
Deans’ Reports:

Dr. Bass reported that the National Research Council (NRC) Doctoral Review Program which typically takes place once per decade will take place in the next year after a 12 year break.  In the past, results were reported as absolute rankings, cluster rankings or break-off points may be reported in the future.  The Review Program will consider the following elements: institutional survey, self-review, faculty questionnaire, student interviews (only in Microbiology, Chemical Engineering and Physics), faculty citations, publication, contracts and grant attainment, attrition data and progression data.  Most likely hiring additional help will be necessary for the process.

Dr. Bass announced that Anne Rubin was honored with the 2006 Avery O. Craven Award which recognized “the most original book on the coming of the Civil War, the Civil War years, or the Era of Reconstruction, with the exception of works of purely military history.”  Professor Rubin was awarded this prize for her book A Shattered Nation: The Rise and Fall of the Confederacy.
IV. 
Senior Associate Dean’s Report

Dr. Rutledge reported that there are a record number of applications for Spring 2006 graduation.  

For new business in March:  Credit and Unit Distribution for Dissertation Research.  At College Park Dissertation Research 899 will be offered for 6 credits and only open to those who are Ph.D. Candidates.   Students would take 6 credits each semester until they graduate.  These 6 credits will cost as much as 1.5 regular credits. Research Course 898 (@18 units/credit) will be available to students who have not been admitted to candidacy.  This change will make candidacy a real milestone and fix problems with international students staying in-status.  Students will not be able to register or drop this course by themselves; they must apply for a leave of absence if they need to take a break from their studies.

V.
Committee Reports


Long Rang Planning


Dr. Ritschel reported that the Department of Visual Arts proposed the addition of 3 credits of imaging and digital studio course for a total of 12 required credits.  This would provide students with more time to work together and peer-review each other’s work to develop their dissertations.  It would decrease the number of elective credits (by 3 credits) available to students.  They plan to reduce the credit load of another required course by 2 credits so that the decreased number of elective credits is 1 credit.  

Motion was passed

The Information Systems Department is proposing a M.S. and Ph.D. program in Human Centered Computing.  The goal is to design information systems that take into account computer users and how they access the system.  It would require a majority of courses in Information Systems and electives in two courses at the M.S. level and five for the Ph.D. level.   Electives would be courses outside the IS field in visual arts and psychology.  The one problem with the proposal is that the outside departments have not guaranteed that the required courses would be available to the students.  The Visual Arts and Psychology Departments are unable to commit enough space in these classes to accommodate “outside” students.  The committee suggests that the load be spread more thinly.  For example, the outside courses could be taken in additional areas such as English and Communications to spread the student influx to other departments.  Dr. Pierce will attend the March meeting to speak on behalf of the department.


Committee on New Courses


Dr. Coop distributed the following recommendations to Council for review.


UMB Courses


Need to Resubmit with Clarifications:


NURS
852
Non-experimental Nursing Research Design


3 credits


NURS
853
Experimental Nursing Research Design


2 credits


UMBC Courses


Approved:


ART 792
Thesis and Exhibition Preparation



2 credits

EDUC
622
Instructional Strategies for Teaching Elementary Math
3 credits



EDUC
623
Instructional Strategies for Teaching Elementary Science
3 credits

GERM 621 
Studies in German Popular Culture



3 credits


MEES 608
MEES Seminar-Advanced Topics in Ecology


1 credit

SCIE 505
Earth/Space Science, Concepts, Principles & Applications
3 credits


Council approved recommendations as submitted.


Graduate Faculty


UMB

Name 


Recommendation

Depireuz, Didler
Regular

Powell, Elizabeth
Regular

Drohat, Alex

Associate 

Tonelli, Leonardo
Associate 

Shapiro, Michael
Requests more information

UMBC

Name 


Recommendation

Bediako, Shawn
Regular

Ellis, Erle

Regular

Richman, David
Regular

Seiler, Gale

Regular

Stapleton, Laura
Regular

Thomas, Joseph
Regular

Swan, Christopher
Associate

Council approved recommendations as submitted.

VI.
GSA Report

Tom Vicino reported that the UMBC GSA traveled to University of Miami for the NAGS conference with 60 other universities.  The major topics discussed were: the decrease in international enrollments, minority, Ph.D. attrition, Health Insurance, Affordable housing/stipend levels.  UMBC’s goals are to improve Alumni Relations and name awareness.

The GRC webpage is live and accepting abstracts, student and judge registration.  The abstract deadline is March 3.  Alumni are being contacted to participate as judges.

VII.
Old Business

There was no old business.

VIII.
New Business

There was no new business.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.

Respectively submitted,

Erin Golembewski

